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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

241

Name(s) of African providing account:

Hilario Congo

Date account recorded:

1837

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation:

20 September 2021

Source:
English translation of statement printed on p. 167 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited
by Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 167:
“Statement of Hilario Congo, fifty years old, single, and a slave from the plantation.
. . . he ran away from the ingenio in question a month before the end of sugar-milling season,
making for the coffee plantation Santo Tomas that very same day. He hid among the brush
twenty some days, at the end of which he came out and went home.
As he approached the canebrake, the carter . . . captured him and turned him over to the
mayoral. The owner of the ingenio, who happened to be there at the time, sent him to the
infirmary, assuming that the carter’s dogs had injured him. He remained in the infirmary until he
had recuperated. Once he was able bodied, the mayoral ordered him back to work in the fields
along with the others. And so he went. After about a month back at work and a little more than
two months after his capture, he ran away again. This time he was gone for twelve days, more or
less, when he was taken prisoner by a Negro who farmed on leased land adjacent to the coffee
plantation Santo Tomas. That farmer turned him in to the watch com commander, who in turn
handed him over to the captain of the town of Mariel.
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On both occasions, he escaped alone. He ran away the first time because his previous
owner, Don Nicolas Zacanini, did not honor a promise he had made. Don Nicolas had said that
he would not remove them from the coffee
plantation to put them up for sale. At most, they would be taken to work on the ingenio El Mariel
for six months, after which they would return to the coffee plantation. This did not happen, even
after working for more than a year on El Mariel, [so] this was the reason for his first attempt . . .
The second time, he attempted to escape because the contramayoral JoseCriollo harassed
him tremendously, constantly punishing him. . . . the only person he met out there was Vicente
Bibi from the coffee plantation Santo Tomas, of whom he asked, “Vicente, what are you doing
around here,” and he [Vicente] replied: “Yes, I too am a fugitive because the ingenio work is
difficult. . . .” (They captured him the second time because) of the black man Lorenzo Criollo.
The deponent went to Lorenzo’s house to collect four reals that he was owed for two chickens
that he had given him to sell when he was a slave there on the coffee plantation . . .”
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